
 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

How did you get to church? By that question I do not mean what mode of transportation do you use in order to go from your 

place of residence to your place of worship? What I mean is, Who brought you? Every once in a while, folks just wander into the 

doors of a church, find they like the people (or the place), and choose to stay. But much more often, one person brings another. 

My parents brought my sisters and me to church, and that may be true for many of you. Others may have come to church for the 

first time with a friend or co-worker or spouse. 

It turns out that 85% of people come to church because they were invited. Similarly, 82% of people who don’t currently go to 

church say they would be likely to go if someone would invite them. Those figures begin to make evangelism a lot less scary a task 

than knocking on doors or handing out brochures. Those numbers tell us that most people aren’t going to be offended if you 

invite them to come to church with you. In fact, they might well be hoping that you will invite them. They have heard you talk 

about your involvement and wonder what it’s like to be a part of that community. 

The key word is ‘invite.’ You don’t have to convert your friend or neighbor or co-worker; the Holy Spirit takes that responsibility. 

You don’t have to come up with an elaborate defense of the faith. You don’t have to know all the answers or have memorized the 

entire Bible. You simply have to extend an invitation. 

Now an invitation is different from an announcement. The latter sounds like, “I’m going to church on Sunday, and I think you’d 

really like it.” An invitation sounds like, “I’m going to church on Sunday. The service starts at 10:15. Would you like to jo in me? We 

could meet for coffee at Starbucks before the service.” It’s really that simple. 

We invite people to church for the same reason we invite them to see the movie we enjoyed or to read the novel we just couldn’t 

put down or to try the restaurant we can’t get enough of: Each of those gave us an experience that changed us for the better. A 

relationship with the God who loves us in the person of Jesus, God’s Son, made present in the power of the Holy Spirit is an 

experience that changes us for the better. That relationship is enhanced and deepened through worship, Sunday school, Bible 

study, choir, mission trips, special events. 

Invite someone you know to church. They might very well be glad that you did!  

Peace, 

Jeff 
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Featured Teacher: 

Dr. Alyce McKenzie 

 

Worship 

Arts & Crafts 

Music 

──── 

Monday, August 7 

Parables for                  

Control Freaks 

──── 

Tuesday, August 8 

Parables for Procrastinators 

──── 

Wednesday, August 9 

Parables for the    

Discontented and   

Unforgivers 

 

When Jesus 

taught about the 

kingdom of God, 

he often did so in 

parables. What 

are the parables 

and what do they 

mean for people 

 

  

today? Come explore these and other 

questions in Vacation Bible School for 

Adults. It’s all the fun things you 

remember–snacks, games, arts & crafts–

with engaging lessons from the Rev. Dr. 

Alyce McKenzie, Altshuler Distinguished 

Teaching Professor at Perkins School of 

Theology, SMU. 

 

Click the link to sign up! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/93Y22TH 

  

     



 

 

 

 
 

JUNE MISSION:  SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 

SUDIE WILLIAMS ELMENTARY SCHOOL 

In less than two months, approximately 300 children will begin classes at Sudie 

Williams Elementary School as the 2017-2018 school year kicks off. Some will be 

excited, some fearful, but all students will need school supplies to make their 

school year successful. CCUMC is partnering with Sudie Williams to ensure this 

happens. 

Each grade level has a specific list of items that each student should have. Items 

include boxes of crayons, Prang water colors, glue sticks, boxes of Kleenex, Ziploc 

baggies (varying sizes), #2 pencils, erasers, map colors, highlighters, notebook 

dividers, folders, and lots of paper: notebook, graph, wide-ruled, construction, 

manila, etc.–and copy paper for the teachers! Specific class lists can be found 

online or you can find the lists posted in our atrium. 

On a regular basis over this past year, more than a dozen Sudie Williams students, 

parents, and staff members have joined CCUMC volunteers to host Cochran 

Kitchen guests. All have served meals, filled water glasses, helped clean up and 

talked with guests. Let’s help Sudie Williams experience a successful 2017-2018 

school year!  

 

COCHRAN KITCHEN UPDATE 

On May 31st, Cochran Kitchen volunteers 

served 160 meals to 80 guests; 45   Bags of 

grace were distributed and almost four dozen 

items of clothing given. Twelve Sudie 

Williams’ volunteers joined CCUMC 

volunteers to host the evening. As he 

frequently does, guest Eddy played the piano 

to everyone’s enjoyment. 

          

   

      

Item for JULY is MAC AND CHEESE 

Please leave donations in the box under 

NDSM in our atrium. Besides boxes and 

cups of ready-to-prepare macaroni and 

cheese, cash, checks, or online donations 

are also appreciated. 

North Dallas 

Shared 

Ministries 



  

SUMMARY OF JUNE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

The Finance Committee and the Board of Trustees held a 

joint meeting in June. Their discussions included: 

 Day Care Proposals – two parties approached 

CCUMC, wanting to rent our education building and 

playground to run a day care operation. The committees 

selected one party and will continue discussions over the 

next couple of months.  

 Sale of Royal Lane property – Two entities want to 

buy CCUMC’s portion of the property on the southwest 

corner of Royal Lane and Preston Road. Discussions are in 

the preliminary phase. 

 Cochran House Lease – The lease agreement with 

the Missional Wisdom Foundation expired in June. 

CCUMC is preparing a new three-year agreement with 

the Foundation. 

 

 

JULY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Project Transformation – volunteers needed to read to 

students on July 3, 5 and 6 at Walnut Hill UMC. Call 

Louise Smith for more information at 214-358-1361. 

There is a form to complete, a short video to review, 

and a background check that must be completed. 

Dallas Mayor’s Back to School Fair will be held August 

4th, but the deadline to sign-up to volunteer is July 

15th.  

More than 85% of the nearly 158,000 students 

enrolled in Dallas ISD suffer some form of economic 

disadvantage. The mayor of Dallas, along with 

churches, corporations, and non-profit agencies want 

to help many of these students and their families by 

offering school supplies, health screenings, and 

community information at the Mayor’s Back to School 

Fair at Fair Park on Friday, August 4th.  

Pastor Jeff invites you to join him in volunteering to 

work at the Fair. When you sign-up, feel free to specify 

that you want to work with Jeff Hall. Shifts are from 

6:00 - 11:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.    

For more information contact Catherine at 

Volunteers@thereedsprc.com  or contact the church at 

214-352-4889 or office@cochranchapel.org   

Cochran Kitchen – volunteers needed to set up, serve 

guests, chat with guests, and clean up. The next dinner 

is July 26th. For more information, please contact the 

church at 214-352-4889 or office@cochranchapel.org   

PROJECT TRANSFORMATION 

Cochran Chapel is looking for volunteer readers to help 

with Project Transformation. 

Project Transformation provides a summer day camp 

program for children and youth from low-income 

neighborhoods.  PT’s programs focus on enriching the 

body, mind, and spirit, but it places a unique emphasis on 

literacy. During the summer, each child is paired daily with 

a volunteer to read one-on-one.  By reading to the child 

and having the child read to the volunteer, the child is 

increasing his/her reading skills.  She/he will be better 

prepared when she/he goes to school the next year. 

Cochran Chapel UMC will participate with Project 

Transformation on July 3, 5, and 6 at Walnut Hill UMC.  We 

have four volunteers and would like to have four more. We 

would love to have you join us. 

Call Louise Smith for more information at 214-358-1361. A 

background check and Ministry Safe training are required. 

of all volunteers. 



 

Cochran House 

 

 

Howard Cox is the sole remaining active Cochran Chapel 

United Methodist Church member who has a familial link 

to one of our narrative stained glass windows. Window # 4 

on the south side of our Chapel depicts Jesus praying in 

the Garden of Gethsemane the night before his crucifixion.  

At the bottom of the window are two names:  Howard Cox 

and Mary Jane Webb Cox:  Howard’s grandparents.  Mr. 

and Mrs. Cox joined Cochran Chapel in 1903 and quickly 

became active and supportive members until their deaths. 

 
Through Mrs. Cox’s lineage, Howard’s roots go deeper in both Methodism and state history. Mrs. Cox’s 

parents, Isaac and Mary Hughes Webb, were two of the first five people who settled in the North Texas area. 

The other married couple was William and Nancy Jane Cochran, who was Mrs. Webb’s sister. 

Both couples began married life in Tennessee and dreamed of financial success, but neither couple could 

afford the $1 per acre cost of land that was needed to achieve their dreams. In covered wagons, they headed 

to the Republic of Texas where 640 acres were free to any couple willing to work the land. In 1843, the Webb 

and Cochran families accepted the offer. 

And both couples were instrumental in the creation of two Methodist Churches still serving our community. 

Founded in 1846, Webb’s Chapel Methodist Church was named after Isaac Webb. Ten years later, when his 

sister-in-law Nancy Jane Cochran donated one acre of Cochran land to create a family cemetery and deeded 

two acres to the Methodist church, Webb and his wife Mary Jane became founding members of Cochran 

Chapel Methodist Church. 

One of the Webb daughters, Mary Jane, married Howard Cox. They had eleven children, ten of whom 

survived. The baby of that family was Isaac Howard Cox whose son, Howard, is the handsome nonagenarian 

who sits on the back row, most Sundays, of our Chancel Choir, where he is surrounded by family history and 

memories. 

The Cochrans were cousins, his great-grandparents founding members, his parents long-time members, and 

his Aunt Elizabeth, in 1974, generously provided funds to build the Chapel of Silence, which today is better 

known as Cox Chapel. She served as a deaconess at Cochran Chapel for a number of years, after serving 

other churches in several states. 

During Sunday services Howard can easily see the Cox window from his vantage point as part of the Chancel 

Choir, especially when bright sunshine pours through. He enjoys the beauty of the window and the memories 

it evokes of family long gone. He also appreciates that the Cox window remains a link between the past, the 

present and the future. Howard especially appreciates when one of his five grandsons visits and he can share 

the Cox history through the beauty of the Cox stained glass window. 



       
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Birthday Wishes 

July 10 – Sara Akers 

July 18 – Mike Morton 

July 27 – Scot Anders 

July 31 – Adelle McLester 

 

Welcome New Members! 

Scott and Suzette Foster 

October 22, 2017 will be a special celebration of 

Heritage Sunday at Cochran Chapel UMC. On that day 

we will not only observe the 200th birthday of our 

founder, Nancy Jane Cochran, but we will also install a 

plaque recognizing our church as an official United 

Methodist Historic Site. Any members of the 

congregation interested in helping to plan for this year’s 

celebration are invited to a meeting in the fellowship hall 

on Sunday, July 9, immediately after the 10:15 service, 

facilitated by Howard Cox and George Hendrix. The 

meeting will cover placement of the plaque, plans for 

media coverage and plans for a lunch or reception. The 

meeting will last 30 minutes. 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – JULY 

JULY 4th – Church Office closed 

Chancel Choir rehearsals – No rehearsals are scheduled for the month of July. 

Heritage Sunday Planning Meeting – On July 9th a meeting to organize Nancy Jane Cochran’s 200th birthday celebration and 

CCUMC’s designation as an official United Methodist Historic Site will be held immediately after the 10:15 service in Fellowship 

Hall. Howard Cox and George Hendrix will facilitate. The meeting is expected to last 30 minutes.  

Knitwits –  meets Tuesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon. Fellowship Hall: July 11, 18, 25. No meeting on July 

4th. 

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together -- July 25 is the last day information can be submitted to be included in 

our August newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with your information or leave a hardcopy of your text in the 

church office with contact information should there be questions. Thank you. 

Cochran Kitchen – offered last Wednesday of the month, opens 5:00 PM, Meaders Hall: July 26. 

Reading Group – meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Fellowship Hall: July 27. 

Potluck Lunch – July marks a Fifth Sunday Potluck lunch. On July 30th, after our 10:15 church service, we will join the New Day 

Ministry in Meaders Hall to enjoy good food and fellowship. 

 



 

A THANK YOU NOTE 

 During April’s Cochran Kitchen, Cheryl Clark (chef and committee chair 

for this outreach) was given a handwritten note by a guest. The note was 

written in pencil on notebook-size paper. The content follows: 

 April 26, 2017 

 4:08 pm 

 Thank u so much Cochran Kitchen Volunteers who go out of their way to 

feed, provide clothes & bus passes for us each month. We can’t say thank u 

enough to all of u from all of us.  

 G__n  D_____ e 

 R____e E _____ e 

      R_____d J _____s 

   T___y q__e  N ____j & F _____a 

This is our group, so thank u so much from the bottom of our hearts. 

SURVEY 

 Pastor Jeff plans to offer a Bible Study 

beginning this fall. He is taking an informal 

survey to learn when people are more apt to 

attend. Thus far our choices are: 

 ______ Tuesday evening   

 ______Thursday morning/midday 

Please tear off and return the survey, or 

email your preference to 

office@cochranchapel.org. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years of 

age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class meets 

on 1st floor of Education Building for children ages 

4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil Bickley. 

All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor Jeff. 

Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults are 

welcome.            

RUMOR . . .  

CHURCH-WIDE GARAGE SALE COMING SOON 


